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Dear Parent 
 

HALF TERM HOLIDAY 
School will close tomorrow (Friday) at 3.15pm for the half term break and re-open on 
Monday 23 February 2026. Clubs will run as normal tomorrow. 
 

YOU HAVE ASKED………  AND WE HAVE LISTENED 
As you know we made changes to the homework we set from school in September 2025.  
Since then, we have had quite a large number of parents tell us that they preferred the 
homework set through the maths.co.uk and SPAG online programmes linked to work done 
in school.  
It is important that we always listen and act upon feedback from parents.  
Therefore, we have decided to bring back the online maths and grammar weekly 
homework challenges we set every Friday.  
The children must complete these in the time given in order to get golden time the 
following Friday afternoon.  
This will be sent out alongside the normal expectations of 3 reads each week and 
completion of/ learning of the weekly class spellings.   
This will begin from the first Friday back after the half term holiday. Log in’s for the 
online programmes will be in the child’s reading record.  
If you would like any additional information about this please ask the class teacher.  
 

Weekly Set Homework Reminder  
Reception  3 reads Half termly 

challenge  
  

Year 1 3 Reads Weekly 
Spellings 

Weekly 
Maths.co.uk 

 

Year 2  3 Reads Weekly 
Spellings 

Weekly 
Maths.co.uk 

Weekly SPAG 
Challenge  
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Year 3 3 Reads Weekly 
Spellings 

Weekly 
Maths.co.uk 

Weekly SPAG 
Challenge  

Year 4  3 Reads Weekly 
Spellings 

Weekly 
Maths.co.uk 

Weekly SPAG 
Challenge  

Year 5  3 Reads Weekly 
Spellings 

Weekly 
Maths.co.uk 

Weekly SPAG 
Challenge  

Year 6  3 Reads Weekly 
Spellings 

Weekly 
Maths.co.uk 

Weekly SPAG 
Challenge  

 
Thank you for your support in ensuring all homework is completed in the given time.  
Mrs Whittingham  
 

FASTING – RAMADHAN 
As the holy month of Ramadan approaches for many of our families we have thought 
about how we, as a school, are able to offer to support children choosing to fast on 
school days.  
Children in Years 5 and 6 will be able to fast in school if they choose.  
The children will remain in their classroom and spend the time quietly. They may use this 
time to reflect and can bring some books from home if they wish. 
Once the Year 5 and 6 children who are not fasting have finished lunch and are back on 
the playground then the children who are fasting will join them again for the rest of the 
lunch break outside.  
Some families would prefer their children to fast on specific days. Please could you 
confirm via letter or email by the Friday before each new week to confirm which days 
your child will be fasting and then we can organise staffing supervision for the week 
ahead. As Ramadhan is due to start during half-term, all letters for the first week must be 
sent into school by tomorrow (Friday) at the latest. Emails can be sent in by Friday 20 
February. 
If we have not had confirmation from the parent by the Friday before then the children 
will not be able to fast. It is important that we have numbers in advance so that we can 
arrange staffing accordingly.  
Thank you for your support in helping us to ensure this runs smoothly.  
If you have any questions about any of this then please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
As previously notified, after the February half term, w/b 23/2/26 parents will have to 
PRE-BOOK breakfast club on ParentPay, this is so we can organise staffing, particularly 
for the early session. We will give a bit of leeway for the first two weeks as it is a change 
from the way you registered previously. Furthermore if you have booked the 8am session 
you will not be allowed in until 8am, this is due to staffing requirements. 
 
If you book the 7.30 session you can access the dining hall anytime from then but will be 
charged £4.50 per day. Any questions please call school.  



 
7.30am  - 8.45am with breakfast £4.50 per day 
8.00am – 8.45am with breakfast £3 per day 
 
After half term ALL parents will need to prebook & pay in advance up to the night before 
on ParentPay in order to access Breakfast Club 
 

YEAR 2 FOREST SCHOOLS 
After the half-term holiday, the ‘Deers’ and ‘Foxes’ in Year 2C will take part in Forest 
Schools on Wednesday and the ‘Deers’ and ‘Foxes’ in Year 2W will take part in Forest 
Schools on Thursday.  
As this is outdoor teaching, children will need an old jumper, old jogging bottoms, warm 
socks to change into (these will be sent home at the end of the day), wellingtons (which 
will stay in school) & a waterproof coat with hood and gloves. Thank you. 
 

YEAR 2 PANCAKES 
All children in Year 2 will be making pancakes tomorrow (Friday). Please let the class 
teacher know if your child cannot take part. Thank you. 
 

HEALTHY EATING COMPETITION 
The school council are a running a healthy eating competition – the winner will have brunch 
with the school council. Entry forms are available to pick up from the school office or from 
Mrs Cooney. Closing date is Friday 27 February 2026. 
 

WOW BADGE DESIGN COMPETITION 2026 
Please note the closing date for the competition is Tuesday 24 February. Entry forms are 
available to pick up from the school office. 
 

YEAR 6 SATS BOOKS 
We are ordering Maths & English SATs revision books for Y6 children, these are priced at 
the discount price of £9.95 for a limited time as they would normally be £11.80 for the 
bundle. Parents will need to log on to Parent Pay to order by Friday 27 February. 
Any orders placed will be delivered week commencing 2 March. Thank you. 
 

RECEPTION SMITHILLS FARM TRIP 
As part of their topic on Growth, Reception children will be visiting Smithills Farm to look 
at the baby animals born in Spring on Wednesday 11 March. Children should wear their 
school uniform. A packed lunch will be provided by school; however children may bring a 
packed lunch from home if they wish in a named carrier bag, but please indicate clearly on 
the consent page on ParentPay. The cost of the trip is 19.95. Please log on to ParentPay 
by Friday 6 March. Thank you. 
 

YEAR 1 EUREKA 
As part of their topic on Science this term, Year 1 will be visiting Eureka Children's Museum 
in Halifax on Thursday 7 May, where they will have fun learning about the human body 



and how the organs & senses work. Children should wear their school uniform and will not 
be back in school until 3.45pm. A packed lunch will be provided by school; however children 
may bring a packed lunch from home if they wish in a named carrier bag, but please 
indicate clearly on the consent page on ParentPay. The cost of this trip will be £25. Please 
pay on ParentPay by Friday 1 May. Thank you. 
 

YEAR 2 TOWNELEY HALL 
As part of their topic on House & Homes and also their topic on Animal Habitats Year 2 
will be visiting Towneley Hall on Monday 20 April. Children should wear their school 
uniform. A packed lunch will be provided by school; however children may bring a packed 
lunch from home if they wish in a named carrier bag, but please indicate clearly on the 
consent page on ParentPay. The cost of the trip is £14. Please log on to ParentPay for 
further details and complete the consent and payment by Friday 10 April. Thank you 
 

YEAR 6 ACTIVITIES WEEK AND HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT 
Year 6 Activities Week will be taking place week beginning Monday 22nd June. Following 
the success of last year, this year the week will involve a range of fun trips, activities, a 
school sleepover and pizza night.  
Activities during the week will include visiting The Anderton Centre for the day to take 
part in a range of outdoor adventurous activities plus a day trip to Gulliver’s Theme Park. 
Other activities during the week include ten-pin bowling, ice-skating and a visit to the 
cinema.  
We will also be having a Year 6 Leavers Pizza and Prom Night later in the year.  
 
The cost for the week and the Year 6 leavers party is £150.  
 

We have also been very fortunate to have secured a tour for each of our Y6 classes to visit 
the Houses of Parliament. This tour includes an opportunity to meet our MP for Blackburn, 
Mr Adnan Hussain. This will take place on 2 separate weeks in the last week of June or the 
first week in July.  
This is an exciting opportunity for the children to travel to London by train, take the 
underground, visit the Houses of Parliament, take a trip around some of the sights including 
Buckingham Palace, followed by a boat trip down the Thames!  
 
The cost of this trip is £40 which has been subsidised by the Houses of Parliament.  
 

The total cost of for all of the above opportunities is £190. 
 
Payment for this has been set up together on Parent Pay and you are able to pay this in 
full or in small instalments to allow you to spread the cost out.  
 

WORLD BOOK DAY 
This year World Book Day is on Thursday 5 March. All children can come to school dressed 
as a book character, on the day.  
 



DENTAL SURVEY – 5 YEARS OLD 
On behalf of the Office for Health Improvement, Blackburn with Darwen Council have 
commissioned the dental epidemiology team from the University of Lancashire to carry 
out a dental survey on Wednesday 15 April. The team will be looking at teeth of children 
who are aged 5 years old on the day of the visit.  
This is an opt-in survey and children selected by the dental team have been notified by 
email. Please complete the consent form and return to the school office, if you would like 
your child to participate. 
 

PARENT AND TODDLER GROUP 
Come along to our Parent and Toddler group every Thursday at 8.45am-9.45am in the 
school hall. A chance to meet other parents and have a fun time with your little ones. 
 

We will have the following activities next half-term:  
 

26 Feb   -   Dear Zoo 
05 Mar  -   Thats not my... 
12 Mar  -   The Hungry Caterpillar 
19 Mar  -   Eyes, Nose, Belly, Toes 
26 Mar  -   On the Farm 

 
RECEPTION FUND 
If you haven’t already done so, please can parents of children in Reception pay £5 for the 
Autumn term or £15 for the whole year, at the school office. Thank you. 
 

MILK 
Milk money is now due for the Autumn Term for all infant children; however all 
Reception children will receive free milk up to the term in which they have their 5th 
birthday. Please can parents online on ParentPay. Thank you. 
 

FEBRUARY HALF TERM HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES 
If you have signed your child up to any of the half term holiday activities please ensure 
you check the email confirmation for further details on when and where the activity is 
taking place. No further reminders will be sent. If you have any questions please contact 
Sara Burton on 07805929965 (please leave a message if there is no answer).  
 

CHILDREN’S LITERATURE FESTIVALS BOOK AWARDS 2026 
If you have signed your child up to this please remember to return the book, together 
with the review as soon as your child has finished it. This ensures we can have books 
available for other children. Also your child can be sent more books to review too if they 
want to.  We will swap books as quickly as we can, but please note this may take 2 or 3 
days once a book is returned.  
 

We still have a few spaces available for this. If you have not already done so and your 
child would like to sign up please complete this short online form: 



https://bit.ly/CLFBookAwards26. Please see the letter for further details 
(https://bit.ly/LetterChildrenLitFest26) 
 

CU RAINFOREST ACTIVITY – YEARS 3 – 6 
A letter has been emailed out about an activity on Saturday 28th February for children in 
Years 3 – 6. Sign up is available now on ParentPay. Places are limited and are offered on 
a first come first serve basis.  
 

RE:FRESH HALF TERM ACTIVITIES 
Please see the poster (https://bit.ly/ReFreshFeb26) with details of a variety of activities 
happening over half term. Some activities require booking, this is indicated on the 
timetable. Bookings can be made via this link 
https://refreshbwd.com/events/active-seasons/.  
 
If your child attends any of these activities and they are a member of Blackburn 
Children’s University to pick up a slip and hand it in after the holidays with your child’s 
Children’s University passport. 
 

LIBRARY ACTIVITIES 
For further information on all the events at Blackburn with Darwen Libraries please see 
this link: https://bit.ly/FebHalfTermLibrary26. Please remember if your child attends any 
of these library activities and they are a member of Blackburn Children’s University to 
pick up a slip and hand it in after the holidays with your child’s Children’s University 
passport. 
 

Booster Cushion Theatre presents: Hansel, Gretal and You...Who? Blackburn Central 
Library, Saturday 14th February, 1.30 - 2.30 pm 
A hilarious retelling of this classic tale, perfect for all the family at February half-term. 
Hansel and Gretal have been turned into oven gloves and don’t know what to do!  They 
decide to go on a journey around the world looking for food and some friends.  They 
bump into some woodland animals who just want to play sports all the time, luckily they 
know the best way out of the forest is with an audience wide relay race.  But while taking 
part, the siblings get trapped by the Witch.  Luckily, the Gingerbread Man has a great 
idea to save them, he’ll just need some help…This is a fast funny show with lots of 
opportunities to help, perfect for families. 
Tickets available from the library, price £1 children, £3 adults.  
 

Make a pop-up card 
All the family can get together to make pop-up cards in our libraries during half-
term.  Tickets are free of charge, available from the relevant library up to 2 weeks before 
each event:  
Blackburn Central Library, Mon 16th Feb, 2 - 3 pm 
Mill Hill Library, Tue 17th Feb, 2.30 - 3.30 pm 
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Scratch Code Club 
Scratch Code Club for 8 - 11 year old children will return at Blackburn Library during 
half-term.  The club will run a little differently this time, so there will be a series 
of four, daily sessions starting on 17th February, 2.30 - 4 pm and finishing on 20th 
February.  The club is aimed at complete beginners, starting with a very basic exercise on 
Scratch and gradually building on skills learned day by day.  To gain maximum benefit 
from the programme we encourage children to sign up to the full four days of the course 
rather than dipping in and out.  Places are limited, so to be sure of gaining a place, 
please contact andrew.orr@blackburn.gov.uk or phone (01254) 587941 as soon as 
possible.  If we receive enough demand, another series of sessions will take place later in 
the year, so if you miss out on a place this time please keep an eye out for further 
opportunities. 
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WAKE UP WEDNESDAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


