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Dear Parent 
 

HALF TERM HOLIDAY 
School will close next Friday 13 February at 3.15pm for the half term break and re-open 
on Monday 23 February 2026. Clubs will run as normal on Friday. 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Wensley Fold is committed to making each day count for all children. In line with the 
Government's expectations of 96% + attendance we want to share 'Attendance Mountain' 
with you (below). All of the research shows that building good habits for attending school 
start from the very beginning and these habits mean that children achieve well and go on 
to get higher grades throughout school. We recognise that sometimes children have 
illnesses, from time to time, which is part of their natural development. We thank all 
parents for working closely with school to communicate when their child is ill or to ask 
questions about them coming into school. The attached guidance 'What to do- Childhood 
Illness' contains some very helpful advice which will support families in making decisions 
when a child is ill. Our attendance is in the top 25% of schools nationally so we are all 
doing a great job! 
Each Friday, we will send out updates for any children whose attendance falls below 95% 
for the academic year to date so you can stay informed of your child's attendance as the 
year progresses. Thank you for all of your support in sending children into school each 
day on time, communicating with us and helping the children to 'Make Each Day Count'. 

 
MID TERM EFFORT AWARDS 
We will be holding our midterm effort awards assembly in various subjects, next Thursday 
12 February at 8.50am. Parents of children nominated will receive an invitation to the 
assembly tomorrow via email. If you are invited, please do not inform your child. Thank 
you. 
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FASTING – RAMADHAN 
As the holy month of Ramadan approaches for many of our families we have thought 
about how we, as a school, are able to offer to support children choosing to fast on 
school days.  
Children in Years 5 and 6 will be able to fast in school if they choose.  
The children will remain in their classroom and spend the time quietly. They may use this 
time to reflect and can bring some books from home if they wish. 
Once the Years 5 and 6 children not fasting have finished lunch and are back on the 
playground then the children who are fasting will join them again for the rest of the lunch 
break outside.  
Some families would prefer their children to fast on specific days. Please could you 

confirm via letter or email by the Friday before each new week to confirm which days 
your child will be fasting and then we can sort staffing out for supervision for the week 
ahead. As Ramadhan is due to start during half-term, all letters for the first week must be 
sent into school by next Friday 13 February at the latest. Emails can be sent in by Friday 
20 February. 
If we have not had confirmation from the parent by the Friday before then the children 
will not be able to fast. It is important that we have numbers in advance so that we can 
arrange staffing accordingly.  
Thank you for your support in helping us to ensure this runs smoothly.  
If you have any questions about any of this then please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
As previously notified, after the February half term, w/b 23/2/26 parents will have to 

PRE-BOOK breakfast club on ParentPay, this is so we can organise staffing, particularly 
for the early session. We will give a bit of leeway for the first two weeks as it is a change 
from the way you registered previously. Furthermore if you have booked the 8am session 
you will not be allowed in until 8am on the dot.  
 
If you book the 7.30 session you can access the dining hall anytime from then but will be 
charged £4.50 per day. You can book anytime up to the same day. Any questions please 
call the school.  
 
7.30am  - 8.45am with breakfast £4.50 per day 
8.00am – 8.45am with breakfast £3 per day 
 
After half term ALL parents will need to prebook & pay in advance up to the night before 
on ParentPay in order to access Breakfast Club 
 

 
 
 



YEAR 6 SATS BOOKS 
We are ordering Maths & English SATs revision books for Y6 children, these are priced at 
the discount price of £9.65 for a limited time as they would normally be £11.80 for the 
bundle. Parents will need to log on to Parent Pay to order by Friday 27 February. 
Any orders placed by next Wednesday 11 February will be delivered before half-term. 
Any other orders will be delivered week commencing 2 March. Thank you. 

 

YEAR 2 FOREST SCHOOLS 

After the half-term holiday, the ‘Deers’ and ‘Foxes’ in Year 2C will take part in Forest 
Schools on Wednesday and the ‘Deers’ and ‘Foxes’ in Year 2W will take part in Forest 
Schools on Thursday.  
As this is outdoor teaching, children will need an old jumper, old jogging bottoms, warm 
socks to change into (these will be sent home at the end of the day), wellingtons (which 
will stay in school) & a waterproof coat with hood and gloves. Thank you. 
 

DENTAL SURVEY – 5 YEARS OLD 
On behalf of the Office for Health Improvement, Blackburn with Darwen Council have 
commissioned the dental epidemiology team from the University of Lancashire to carry 
out a dental survey on Wednesday 15 April. The team will be looking at teeth of children 
who are aged 5 years old on the day of the visit.  
This is an opt-in survey and children selected by the dental team have been notified by 
email. Please complete the consent form and return to the school office, if you would like 
your child to participate. 

YEAR 6 HEIGHTS AND WEIGHTS 
Our school nurse team will be visiting Year 6 classes next Monday 9 February to measure 
the children’s’ heights and weights as part of a government initiative.  
 

YEAR 3/4 SPORTSHALL ATHLETICS  
A sports hall athletics competition is taking place next Wednesday 11 February at Pleckgate 
High School BB1 8QA, after school. Children selected for the team have received further 
details. 
 

GOVERNORS 
There will be meetings of the Governing Body next week as follows 
Quality of Education –  Wednesday 11 February at 5pm 
Finance, Audit and Risk –  Thursday  12 February at 5pm 
 

PARENT AND TODDLER GROUP 
Come along to our Parent and Toddler group every Thursday at 8.45am-9.45am in the 
school hall. A chance to meet other parents and have a fun time with your little ones. 
 

We will have the following activities next half-term:  
 

26 Feb   -   Dear Zoo 
05 Mar  -   Thats not my... 



12 Mar  -   The Hungry Caterpillar 
19 Mar  -   Eyes, Nose, Belly, Toes 
26 Mar  -   On the Farm 

 
RECEPTION FUND 
If you haven’t already done so, please can parents of children in Reception pay £5 for the 
Autumn term or £15 for the whole year, at the school office. Thank you. 
 

MILK 
Milk money is now due for the Autumn Term for all infant children; however all 
Reception children will receive free milk up to the term in which they have their 5th 
birthday. Please can parents online on ParentPay. Thank you. 
 

ACHIEVEMENT ASSEMBLY AWARDS – TUESDAY 3 FEBRUARY 
Class of the week     -   5S 
KS1 Person of the Match   -  Zaynah Khonat (RQ) 
KS2 Person of the Match   -  Minaal Rasool (5S) 
KS1 I ate well today     -  Sareena Fancy (RQ) 
KS2 I ate well today    -  Muhammad Ibrahim Mahmood (5S 
   

FEBRUARY HALF TERM HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES 
If you have signed your child up to any of the half term holiday activities please look out 
for an email confirmation which will have a link to an online consent form  which must be 
completed otherwise your child cannot attend. The email will be sent from 
s.burton@wensleyfold.blackburn.sch.uk and will be sent by 10am tomorrow (Friday). You 
must complete the consent form via the link on the email by next Tuesday 10th February, 
as failure to do this will mean your child cannot attend.   
 

CHILDREN’S LITERATURE FESTIVALS BOOK AWARDS 2026 
All those who have signed up to these book awards have been sent their first book to 
review. Please ensure you return books within the timeframe and hand directly to the 
school office.  We will swap books as quickly as we can, but please note this may take 2 
or 3 days once a book is returned.  
 

LIBRARY ACTIVITIES 
For further information on all the events at Blackburn with Darwen Libraries please see 
this link: https://bit.ly/FebHalfTermLibrary26. Please remember if your child attends any 
of these library activities and they are a member of Blackburn Children’s University to 
pick up a slip and hand it in after the holidays with your child’s Children’s University 
passport. 
 

Booster Cushion Theatre presents: Hansel, Gretal and You...Who? Blackburn Central 
Library, Saturday 14th February, 1.30 - 2.30 pm 
A hilarious retelling of this classic tale, perfect for all the family at February half-term. 
Hansel and Gretal have been turned into oven gloves and don’t know what to do!  They 
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decide to go on a journey around the world looking for food and some friends.  They 
bump into some woodland animals who just want to play sports all the time, luckily they 
know the best way out of the forest is with an audience wide relay race.  But while taking 
part, the siblings get trapped by the Witch.  Luckily, the Gingerbread Man has a great 
idea to save them, he’ll just need some help…This is a fast funny show with lots of 
opportunities to help, perfect for families. 
Tickets available from the library, price £1 children, £3 adults.  
 

Make a pop-up card 
All the family can get together to make pop-up cards in our libraries during half-
term.  Tickets are free of charge, available from the relevant library up to 2 weeks before 
each event:  
Blackburn Central Library, Mon 16th Feb, 2 - 3 pm 
Mill Hill Library, Tue 17th Feb, 2.30 - 3.30 pm 
 

Scratch Code Club 
Scratch Code Club for 8 - 11 year old children will return at Blackburn Library during 
half-term.  The club will run a little differently this time, so there will be a series 
of four, daily sessions starting on 17th February, 2.30 - 4 pm and finishing on 20th 
February.  The club is aimed at complete beginners, starting with a very basic exercise on 
Scratch and gradually building on skills learned day by day.  To gain maximum benefit 
from the programme we encourage children to sign up to the full four days of the course 
rather than dipping in and out.  Places are limited, so to be sure of gaining a place, 
please contact andrew.orr@blackburn.gov.uk or phone (01254) 587941 as soon as 
possible.  If we receive enough demand, another series of sessions will take place later in 
the year, so if you miss out on a place this time please keep an eye out for further 
opportunities. 
 

CYBERFEST 2.0 IS BACK!  
 

📅 THIS Saturday 7th February 2026, 📍 Blackburn College – University Centre, 

🕙 10am – 2pm 

🎉 FREE food, drinks, and parking! 
Delivered in collaboration with IMO Charity, One Voice Blackburn, Blackburn & Darwen 
Youth Zone, and IN4.0 Group, CyberFest 2.0 is all about discovering exciting digital skills 
in a relaxed, enjoyable way! Get involved with a wide range of exciting activities, 
including: 

🔫 Laser Tag 

    Cyber Ops Trivia 

🔐 Escape Room 

💻 Hacker Heist 

      Virtual Shields (VR Game) 

                               Cyber Mythbusting 
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         Bee Bot Programming 

➕ And much more! 
Whether you’re into gaming, curious about technology, or just want a fun day out with 
friends or family, CyberFest 2.0 has something for everyone.  
Children’s University members who attend this event can collect a 2 hour stamp in their 
CU passport if they write an information sheet of what they did and learnt from the 
event. Please send their completed information to Sara Burton either via 
s.burton@wensleyfold.blackburn.sch.uk or on WhatsApp on 07805929965.  
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WAKE UP WEDNESDAY 

 

 

 


