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Dear Parent

WEEKLY VALUE
Our school values are Courage, Compassion, Trust, Respect and Aspiration.
We are focusing on the value ‘Aspiration’ this half-term — having hope for the future.

CHANGES TO THE SCHOOL HOLIDAY PATTERN 2025-26

After careful consideration the governors of the school have decided to make a small
change to the holiday pattern for this academic year. This is to bring us in line with most
schools in the local authority and to support families who may have children at different
schools who want to take a family holiday in the summer term.

The changes will be:

End of Summer Term 2026 will now be Friday 17 July.

There will be NO closure on Friday 19 June for an INSET day. School will be open on this
day.

Thank you for your understanding with this.

CHILDREN IN NEED

The annual Children in Need charity appeal will be held tomorrow (Friday) and we == =~ )
are holding a non-uniform day to help raise money for the charity. To help .'[‘.Nezd
support the event, we are inviting children and staff to wear non-uniform in

exchange for a charitable donation, no more than £1. There is no particular dress B
code theme, however, for this charity event, if children wish, they can be ‘spotacular’ by

wearing clothing with spots, dots, bright yellow or Children In Need/Pudsey branding. No
football shirts please.

There is no expectation that children must take part, families are free to choose. However,

we do ask that there is respect for other’s choices to join in or not. We would like to

thank everyone in advance for their support.
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NSPCC - YEARS 2, 5 AND 6

The children in Years 2, 5 and 6 will be participating in the NSPCC’s Speak out. Stay
safe. Programme this half term.

Speak out. Stay safe. is a national programme for children aged 5-11 which aims to help
children understand how to keep themselves safe. Children are taught to speak out if they
are worried about anything and know who they can speak to.

This child friendly programme is aligned with the curriculum and consists of age
appropriate virtual assemblies and supporting classroom based activities, which we have
reviewed, alongside an NSPCC volunteer led face to face workshop for children aged 6-7
and 9-11.

The content is delivered in an engaging, age appropriate and interactive way with the
help of the NSPCC mascot Buddy.

Should you have any questions about this, don’t hesitate to contact school.

VIDEO GAME AND TV CONTENT

Some Reception children have been sharing that they play Fortnite and know about the
Squid Games Series. Fortnite has a PEGI rating of 12 years+ due to frequent scenes of
mild violence and Squid Games has a rating of 15+ due to its scenes of death and
violence.

It may be that older siblings are playing or watching the above so please be aware of
times when access to the TV or games are shared. Please see the Fortnite and Squid
Games guidance shared in Wake Up Wednesday this week.

SPELLING HOMEWORK

Earlier in the year we explained how we were changing our homework expectations to
ensure we only gave homework that matched to class learning and was meaningful.
There is a little confusion about spelling homework and how this is completed.

The children have a spelling and handwriting lesson each week in school. Spellings taught
in the weekly lesson are sent home weekly so that they can be learnt and practised that
week until known. The sheet sent home combines the spellings and handwriting practice.
A common problem with spelling practice can be that the spellings are learnt for a weekly
test then forgotten quickly. To check that this doesn’t happen we test half termly from a
mix of the spellings sent out to see how many have been securely retained from the
practice over the last 6 weeks.

To support the children please can you help with the learning of the weekly spellings on a
weekly basis, going over them reqularly so they are retained fully and not forgotten. This
will support spelling success in the long term.

Thank you for your support with this.

Mrs Whittingham



READING FOR PLEASURE - THE NEW WENSLEY FOLD BOOK CLUB

Our new Scholastic Book Club is up and running!

Go to https://schools.scholastic.co.uk/wensley-fold/digital-book-club to browse the latest
books and order online or if you would rather have a paper copy of leaflet showing the
books available to buy then just come into school to collect a free leaflet!

For every £1 you spend on this month’s Book Club, our school will earn 20p in
Scholastic Rewards. We use these rewards to buy new books for our school libraries.
The deadline to order has been extended to Sundau 23 November. The books will be
delivered to school and given out to those who have ordered.

If you need any help with orders, don’t hesitate to contact us.

Thank you for your support!

PARENTS EVENING

Parents’ evening will take place on Thursday 27 November. Parents will need to book
appointments on line by clicking on the link or browsing to
https://wensleyfoldce.schoolcloud.co.uk/ and following the instructions. The parents’
evening link will open at 6.00pm tomorrow (Friday 14 November), in order for
parents to book their appointments. Appointment times will be strictly limited to Smins
long and teachers will be using timers to help keep to the schedule. Please note there will
be no clubs after school on this day. Thank you.

NURSERY PARENTS EVENING - PRE SCHOOL ONLY
Please book in your parents meeting with the nursery teacher next week. Thank you.

CLASS OF THE WEEK

Class Sessions attended Sessions missed
Rec Q Qq0.0 30
Rec S Q4.7 16
1B q1.3 26
1A Q8.3 5
2C 100 0
2W Q9.7 1
3B Q6.7 10
3A q7.7 7
4M Q9.7 1
4K 94.3 17
5S Q9.7 1
5B 96.7 10
6G Q4.7 16
6HW Q6.7 10

Well done to Class — 2C
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YEAR 3 DT
In preparation for DT week in the coming weeks, please can children bring in cereal
boxes, tubes and plastic tubs of different sizes. Thank you.

YEAR 2 CLITHEROE CASTLE

As part of our history topic on castles we have organised a visit for our Year 2 classes to
Clitheroe Castle next Monday 17 November, where the children will learn about events
and individuals that have shaped the castle from the Norman Times to the present day.
Children should wear their school uniform. A waterproof coat may be required depending
on the weather. Thank you.

YEAR 5 JORVIK MUSEUM

As part of their history topic on Vikings, Year 5 will be visiting Jorvik Viking Centre in
York on Wednesday 26 November, where they will take part in a series of workshops.
The price of this trip will be £26.50 to cover the cost of the coach and entrance fee.
Please login to ParentPay by Friday by Friday 21 November. A packed lunch will be
required (no cans or bottles please). Children should wear their school uniform. Please
note the coach leaves at 7.30am prompt and will return approximately 5.00pm.

NURSERY — YEAR 6 FLU IMMUNISATION
The vaccination team will be coming into school on Friday 21 November to administer flu
vaccinations to all children in Nursery — Year 6.

PARENT AND TODDLER GROUP
Come along to our Parent and Toddler group every Thursday at 8.45am-9.45am in the
school hall. A chance to meet other parents and have a fun time with your little ones.

We will have the following activities this half-term:

20 Nov - Physical Play

27 Nov - Playdough play
04 Dec - Woodland Bingo
11 Dec - Let us get creative

PRIMARY SCHOOL ADMISSIONS 2026

If your child’s 5th birthday is between 1 September 2026 and 31 August 2027 you need
to make arrangements NOW for admission in September 2026. You must now apply using
the online application at www.blackburn.gov.uk/admissions. The closing date for the
applications is 15 January 2026.

RECEPTION FUND
If you haven’t already done so, please can parents of children in Reception pay £5 for the
Autumn term or £15 for the whole year, at the school office. Thank you.

MILK
Milk money is now due for the Autumn Term for all infant children; however all


http://www.blackburn.gov.uk/admissions

Reception children will receive free milk up to the term in which they have their 5"
birthday. Please can parents online on ParentPay. Thank you.

100 BOOKS READING CHALLENGE

If you would like to sign up for the 100 books reading challenge, registration forms
are available from Mr Desai in the school library after school. Please note the library is
open to specific year groups on certain days from 3.15pm - 3.30pm

Monday — Reception classes and/or siblings
Tuesday — Year 1 classes and/or siblings
Wednesday - Closed

Thursday - Year 2 classes and/or siblings

Friday

Years 3,4,5 & 6 classes and/or siblings

OCTOBER HALF TERM HOLIDAY CHALLENGES

If your child has completed any of the CU Challenges over the holidays please ensure you
send the evidence to Sara Burton via s.burton@wensleyfold.blackburn.sch.uk or
07805929965. You must still remember to send your child’s CU passport in to school so
it can be updated, please post in the BLUE CU box at the school office. If you prefer you
can send the evidence of the challenges into school together with your child’s CU passport
so it can be checked and updated. Please note the deadline for all challenges is next
Friday 21* November.

If you have already handed your child’s Children’s University passport in for any
challenges please note that these have all been return to classes today. Please do look out
for this as no responsibility will be held by the school once they have been returned.

CHILDREN’S UNIVERSITY WIZARD OF OZ ACTIVITY - SUNDAY 30™
NOVEMBER

This activity is full. If any spaces become available they will be added on to ParentPay at
12.15pm tomorrow (Friday).

If you have already signed your child up please look out for a confirmation email (sent via
the school email system) which will be sent out by tomorrow (Friday). This confirmation
will have a link to the online consent form, which must be completed by next Friday 21+
November. Failure to complete this consent form will mean your child cannot attend. If
you do not receive this email please contact Sara Burton on 07805929965 (please leave
a message if there is no answer).
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WAKE UP WEDNESDAY
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