
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
   
   

 
  
 
 
 
  
 School Profile: www.direct.gov.uk  

Website: www.wensleyfold.gov.uk   
Find us on Facebook: Wensley Fold Primary Academy 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/
http://www.wensleyfold.gov.uk/


 

MESSAGE FROM MRS SIMPSON 
This report covers the period from September – March when Prime Minister announced that schools would close on 
Friday 20th March to the majority of pupils.  This was in response to the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic.   
 
Prior to this announcement, we had been providing regular updates through letters to parents/carers, and guidance for 
staff and children regarding the virus.  This included advice about symptoms, preventing the spread of infection through 
ensuring good hygiene routines and self-isolating guidelines.   
 
Thankfully, I am blessed to work with such a fantastic team of staff who have been incredibly supportive in their 
response to COVID-19 throughout the past three months. The camaraderie between staff in the face of adversity has 
been commendable. I am also grateful to the governors who have shown their support throughout this challenging time. 
Parents have also been instrumental in the journey by demonstrating their positivity and messages of support through 
different mediums. 
 
Hopefully we can move forward in September to welcoming all children back to school in a safe & happy environment. 
 
Mrs Simpson 
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STRATEGIC PLAN 2020-21 
Overall: To exceed current standards, maintain the distinctive Christian ethos and achieve an outstanding 
judgement for the Academy. 
The 5 core tasks for the year are as follows. 
 To undertake a review of SEND across school and ensure we are ambitious for all pupils with SEND 
 To continue to build an outstanding reading school, promoting lifelong readers, engaging parents and developing reading 

environments and resources. 
 To construct a curriculum that is ambitious and designed to give all learners, particularly the most disadvantaged and those 

with SEND or high needs, the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life  
 To ensure the computing curriculum intent and implementation are embedded securely and consistently across the school. 
 To review the impact of the work already done in school to address the needs of the wellbeing of staff through a thorough 

review of changes to workload issues and to continue to equip staff to support the SEMH needs of all children and to continue 
to build resilience in children.  
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SCHOOL DIRECT  

  
Following the sixth successful year of 
School Direct teacher training, 12 post 
graduate students completed their 
PGCE course. 5 of these secured 

employment in BwD schools and the rest are on supply in the 
area. Unfortunately, COVID-19 has impacted on the recruitment 
of teaching staff for September. We have 20 trainees recruited 
to begin their training in September 2020.   
 

 
WELCOME TO WENSLEY FOLD 
We welcome Katie Greenwood and Lauren-Maree Barton who 
have been appointed as Year 3 & Year 2 class teachers 
respectively and will take up their post in September. Miss 
Greenwood & Miss Barton trained on our School Direct PGCE 
last year.  
 
FAREWELLS   
We say farewell to Mrs Wilkinson, Foundation Stage Leader and 
Mrs Lianne Thompson, Teaching Assistant who will both take up 
new posts from September. We wish them all the best with their 
future careers. 
 
THEMED WEEK –– WELLBEING WEEK 2020  
Our annual themed week gave the children the opportunity 
to consider their own emotions and to be aware of some 
strategies that might help to increase their emotional 
wellbeing. Each class took part in several activities for each 
of the 5 ways to wellbeing (be active, keep learning, give, 
take notice, connect).  
 
CHARITY – EAST LANCS HOSPICE 
Through numerous fundraising activities throughout the year we 
have raised £1468 for our nominated charity, East Lancs 
Hospice which was chosen in memory of a very valued member 
of staff Pips St John who sadly lost her long battle last July. Our 
thanks go out to the many parents who supported us with this. 
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION  
Unfortunately, as a result of COVID-19 and school being closed 
this did not take place this year, we are hopeful that we can 
compete next year. 
 
OUR SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS  
This year the children have represented the school in a variety 
of sports demonstrating hard work, determination, perseverance 
and great sportsmanship. The school attended the following 
competitions: Netball, Boys’ Football, Girls’ Football, Boccia, 
Dodgeball, Gymnastics and Sportshall Athletics. The children 
have had the opportunity to take part in a huge range of 
sporting clubs such as boccia, netball, football, multisport, fitness 
fun, sport skills, cricket, yoga, gymnastics and dance. Due to the 
current situation the Sainsbury’s School Games awards where 
postponed and we therefore maintain the GOLD award until next 
year.  
 

VISIT TO PARLIAMENT  
We once again visited Parliament 
with Y6 in September 2019 and were 
lucky enough to see the House of 
Lords in action. Unfortunately, we 
will be unable to attend this year due to COVID-19, however 
all being well will be able to visit once again in Sept 21. 
 
BELGIUM TRIP   
We should have been preparing for a group of Year 5 children 
to visit Belgium on a 4 day visit in October, however due to 
Government guidelines on overseas visit this trip cannot take 
place, we are hopeful that this will take place in 2021. 
 
DEBATING 
Over the last academic Paul has continued to champion great 
speaking and listening at Wensley Fold. He has engaged over 40 
children in KS2 in debating before school and during lunchtimes. He 
has also worked extensively with EYFS helping them in their first 
steps in creative writing and storytelling. He worked with year 6 on 
a public speaking module which was really successful and taught 
years 1,4,5 and 3 speaking and listening skills through poetry. 
Just at the onset of the national lockdown the debating team had 
started the league section of the BwD debating competition (which 
was created by Paul) 
Despite the competition finishing early the team equipped 
themselves well with two wins out of two. Unfortunately, the public 
speaking competition had to be postponed indefinitely. During 
lockdown Paul continued to engage the debating team every 
Wednesday as normal via zoom. He also produced and edited the 
“Mr Doyle Show “, the online leavers’ assembly and leavers’ video.  
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL- 2019-2020  
This year our school council representatives have been: 
Year 2 Mohammad Aaiz Khan & Essa Athora 
Year 3  Hamid Adnan & Aaminah Saleh 
Year 4  Rakhshan Mansur & Aamina Summers 
Year 5  Leena Shah & Subhan Ali 
Year 6 Aisha Dodia & Awais Rafiq 
     
 

WORLD BOOK DAY THURSDAY 7TH MARCH 2020 
  
The whole school celebrated World Book Day 
on 5th March 2020.  The theme for the day 
was ‘Dress as a character from your favourite 

book’. Activities included the older children sharing stories with 
the younger children, a read anywhere photo competition and a 
book quiz. To encourage book ownership, we held a Book Fair 
which was full of bargain price books and this was very well 
supported by children and their families.  We raised funds to add 
more books to our popular school library. 
 

 
CHILDREN’S UNIVERSITY 
Blackburn Children’s University (CU) which has been running 
since January 2010 has continued to grow from strength to 
strength.  This year Blackburn CU members have been restricted 
slightly with lockdown, however they have continued to do 
activities and challenges from home.  
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Before February Blackburn Children’s University offered children 
a variety of activities which have been after school, in the 
holidays and at some weekends. Sara Burton (Extending Schools 
Coordinator) has organised many events. In the holidays children 
have been able to take part in numerous and different activities 
including gymnastics, multi sports, martial arts, arts and crafts, 
cooking and many more. Blackburn CU also had a trip to 
Cadbury World in Birmingham.  A number of trips and activities 
have had to be postponed, however these hope to be back up 
and running from September. Throughout the summer children 
will be taking part in a variety of virtual activities.  
 
The University Centre at Blackburn College has continued to help 
run a number of activities for the children.  Children have learnt 
about History and English. Blackburn CU have also worked with 
the University on a Heritage Lottery Grant all about World War 
2.  Blackburn CU was invited back again to sing on stage at the 
University Centre’s Graduation in October.  This was a fantastic 
opportunity for the children to experience something different.  
 
Blackburn CU had to hold virtual celebrations this year, sharing 
videos from members, providers and families about what they 
love about CU.  Special achievement awards were posted out to 
some members and CU members who would have achieved a 
national award were emailed a special Blackburn CU certificate.  
 
TRIPS AND VISITS  
The children have experienced a very limited range of trips and 
visits taken during the Autumn Term before lockdown: 
 
Year 2 –Clitheroe Castle 
Year 3 – Ribchester Museum 
Year 6 - Houses of Parliament London,  
 

 
RESULTS 2020 
 
SPRING DATA 

Due to the interruption caused by the coronavirus 
epidemic, the data below is from Spring term. 

 We are unable to provide more accurate data due to 
the children not being in school. 

 We will reassess the children in Autumn term once they 
have settled back into their routine. 

 We had already set end of year targets which you can 
see below. 

Year 2 & Year 6 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Y1 Phonics 

 
Early Years Good Level of Development 

 
 
 
 
 THE BUDGET  
  (For the financial year ending August 2020) 
 

Expenditure 2019/2020 
Salaries & Wages 82% 
Premises 6% 
Capitation 5% 
Central Services 4% 
School Meals 3% 
TOTAL 100% 

 

Spring Data 2020  
(End of Year Targets in brackets) 

 Reading WRITING MATHS 

EXP GDS EXP GDS EXP GDS 

YEAR 6  86% 
(90) 

25% 
(30) 

70% 
(85) 

3% 
(25) 

86% 
(90) 

34% 
(40) 

YEAR  2 77% 
(76) 

33% 
(27) 

65% 
(70) 

3% 
(10) 

78% 
(77) 

17% 
(20) 

% on 
track 

Spring 2020 Target 

58% 72% 

% on 
track 

Spring 2020 Target 

75% 90% 

Finally, this year we have said goodbye to one of 
our Governors: Mary Hargreaves. Mary has been a 
Governor at Wensley Fold for 7 years. She was 
also our school nurse for over 21 years. Mary has 
been a fantastic Governor, bringing knowledge of 
the community and families, safeguarding and life 
education. We wish her well for the future and 
thank her for her support. 
 

 


