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WENSLEY FOLD CE PRIMARY ACADEMY 
 

SEN INFORMATION REPORT 2016 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The school values and recognises the uniqueness of each individual child and acknowledge their 
fundamental right to be educated to their full potential in a safe, secure and caring environment.  
The school, which has a Christian heritage, will, in partnership with parents and the extended 
community, aim to make each day count for all. 

WHAT KINDS OF SPECIAL NEEDS DO WE MAKE PROVISION FOR IN OUR SCHOOL? 
 
At Wensley Fold CE Primary Academy we believe that all children should have access to an 
inclusive education that affords them the opportunity to achieve their personal potential. Here we 
provide for children with a range of different additional needs including: those who are on the 
autistic spectrum; those with physical and/or medical needs; those who have speech, language or 
communication difficulties and those who have specific learning needs (such as dyslexia or 
dyspraxia etc). 
 
HOW DOES OUR SCHOOL KNOW IF YOUR CHILD NEEDS EXTRA HELP? 
At Wensley Fold CE Primary Academy we know when pupils need help if: 
 Concerns are raised by their class teacher or parent 
 Limited progress is being made 
 There is a change in the pupil’s behaviour 
 The child comes to school with a diagnosis/ ongoing involvement from outside agencies. 
Tests used in our school include: the ABC motor assessment, Visual Perception Assessment, British 
Picture Vocabulary Scale, Ready for Sounds, Suffolk Single Word Reading Test, Expressive 
Language Assessment Tool, Dyslexia screeners, Boxall Profile and the Sandwell Assessment of 
Early Numeracy Skills. The Language for Life Co-ordinator will also carry out additional language-
based assessments as required. 
For further information please look at our SEN Policy on our website. 
 
WHO CAN YOU SPEAK TO AT SCHOOL IF YOU THINK YOUR CHILD HAS SPECIAL NEEDS? 
If you have concerns about your child you can come and discuss them at any time. You can talk to 
any of the following people: 
 Your child’s class teacher 
 The inclusion co-ordinator (Mrs K Jack) 
 The Headteacher (Mrs D Simpson, from January 2017) or the Deputy Headteacher (Mrs J 

Draper, Acting Headteacher until January 2017) 
 
HOW DO WE KNOW WHAT PROGRESS YOUR CHILD IS MAKING AND HOW WE WILL KEEP 
YOU INFORMED? 
Monitoring progress is an integral part of teaching and learning here at Wensley Fold CE Primary 
Academy. All children are assessed and tracked at least termly throughout the school. This 
information is shared with the Headteacher and Senior Management Team. Data from assessments 
for any children taking part in interventions is collated by the inclusion co-ordinator and shared 
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with the staff, Headteacher and governors. The INCO also tracks children on the SEND register 
termly against their annual targets. 
Children with SEND often have their own targets and these are discussed with parents on Parents’ 
Evening and through the end of year report. An annual review will also take place for those 
children who have an EHCP or IPRA. If a child has a number of professionals from different 
agencies involved it is possible that a meeting will be arranged in order for more effective 
collaboration to take place between agencies this may be as a SEND Support meeting or as part of 
the CAF process. 
 
HOW WILL OUR SCHOOL EVALUATE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF PROVISION MADE FOR SEND 
CHILDREN? 
All children are tracked termly, as are children who access other interventions. This information 
helps us as a school to judge whether our provision is helping the children who we have targeted 
to make progress. We believe whole-heartedly that any additional interventions introduced to 
support children with additional needs must be seen to make a difference.  
 
HOW WILL OUR SCHOOL CONSULT WITH CHILDREN WITH SEND AND THIR PARENTS? 
Children who have an IPRA or EHCP will be asked for their point of view both when the 
application is made to panel for further support and annually as part of the review process. We 
endeavour to include children during the annual review as much as possible and encourage 
children to be there whilst the review is taking place. All parents and children are asked to 
complete a comments sheet at the end of the academic year and this is sent home with each child’s 
end of year report. There are two parent’s evenings during the academic year and again parents 
are encouraged to share information on a child’s IEP with their child. Parents with any concerns 
during the year should discuss these with their child’s class teacher in the first instance and then 
the INCO (Mrs Jack). 
 
HOW WILL OUR SCHOOL SUPPORT YOUR CHILD AND HOW WILL TEACHING BE ADAPTED 
TO MEET THEIR NEEDS? 
We are committed to giving your child every opportunity to reach their potential. We do this be 
offering a wide ranging curriculum that is differentiated by the class teacher to support the specific 
needs of your child. Differentiation may be through: content, interests, pace, sequence, teacher 
time, teaching style, grouping or learning style. We believe that outstanding teaching benefits all 
children, regardless of SEND. 
Some children may take part in different small group work to support their learning outside of the 
classroom. These interventions include: Pre-teaching Vocabulary (PTV), Narrative Box, Read Write 
Inc, Fresh Start, Better Readers, Social Communication Group, Motor Group, Write Dance, Talk 
Boost, Play Leaders and Comprehension Group. Not all children who take part in these 
interventions have SEND and not all children with SEND will need to take part in all of these 
interventions. 
Children with SEND may be given an individual education plan which will detail how the 
curriculum will be tailored to meet their needs and the nature of the support that will be provided 
– for example, this could include a visit to the sensory room at Wensley Fold Children’s Centre 
with a trained SSA.  
As an inclusive school we take reasonable action to ensure that your child can access all learning 
opportunities both in and out of school. For further information please look at the SEN policy on 
our website. 
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HOW ARE DECISIONS MADE ABOUT THE TYPE AND AMOUNT OF SUPPORT MY CHILD WILL 
RECEIVE? 
Wensley Fold CE Primary Academy has a budget for SEND which is allocated each financial year. 
This money is used to provide additional support or resources that have been identified for SEND 
pupils. Additional provision will be made available if reviews and assessments identify that your 
child is not making the progress we would expect. 
The types of support available may include: support from a teaching assistant; specialist input from 
either an advisory teacher (SEND Support) or Educational Psychologist; or specialist software or 
equipment. 
If, following discussion with yourself and the INCO, it is agreed that the school cannot meet your 
child’s needs through existing resources an application may be made to the local authority for an 
Education and Health Care Plan (EHCP). Further information about this process can be found on 
the Blackburn with Darwen Local Offer website. 
 
HOW WILL OUR SCHOOL HELP TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING? 
We actively encourage you as a parent to be involved with your child’s learning. The class teacher 
or INCO may suggest ways you can support your child alongside homework activities. It is likely 
that if your child has an IEP that there will be suggestions for activities or ways you can support 
your child with their individual targets at home. We also run a number of sessions for parents to 
come and share with their child in Reception Class such as Rhyme Time and Story Time. 
 
WHAT SPECIALIST SERVICES AND EXPERTISE ARE AVAILABLE OR ACCESSIBLE THROUGH 
OUR SCHOOL? 
We work closely with and have access to the following agencies to support your child’s needs: 
 Speech and Language therapist 
 Physiotherapists and Occupational Therapists 
 School Nurse 
 Complex Needs Nurse 
 Community Paediatricians  
 Advisory teachers from the SEND Support Service (formerly ISS) 
 Educational Psychologist 
 Social Services 
 Child and Adolescent Mental Health services (ELCAS) 
 Parent Partnership (SENDIAAS) 
 Barnardos – Independent supporters. 
The school also employs a Language for Life specialist teacher who works in school once a week 
specifically targeting and supporting children with speech and language difficulties (not exclusively 
those who attend therapy). 
The school also has a Family Wellbeing Co-ordinator who may support your child if there are any 
other issues that could be impacting on your child’s development and/or learning. 
In some instances it may be appropriate to open a CAF (Common Assessment Framework) in order 
to co-ordinate between the different professionals or in order to address an unmet need. 
 
 
HOW ARE STAFF IN SCHOOL SUPPORTED TO WORK WITH CHILDREN WITH SEN AND WHAT 
TRAINING DO THEY RECEIVE? 
Our INCO, Mrs K Jack, holds the National Award for Special Education Needs Co-ordination, has 
an Advanced Diploma in Special Needs and has been trained as a CAF lead professional. We have 
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regular training for both teaching and support staff, to address the needs of our children in the 
school.  
If a child in school has a medical need then any staff supporting that child are given specific 
training from a NHS professional.  
Some support staff have more specialist training in supporting language and communication, 
motor skills (co-ordination and balance) and autism according to individual need. All classes have a 
trained First Aider. Many of the staff have undertaken Team Teach training to support those 
children with emotional and behavioural difficulties. 
 
 
HOW WILL OUR SCHOOL ENSURE THAT YOUR CHILD IS INCLUDED IN ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE 
THE CLASSROOM, INLCUDING PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES AND SCHOOL TRIPS? 
Activities and school trips are available to children, however, a risk assessment is carried out and 
procedures put in place to make reasonable adjustments to ensure your child’s safety and that of 
other children.  
(The definition of ‘reasonable adjustment’ taken from the The Equality and Human Rights 
Commission states it is: They duty to make reasonable adjustments aims to make sure that if you 
are a disabled person, you can use an organisation’s services as close as it is reasonably possible to 
get the standard usually offered to non-disabled people. An organisation is not required to do 
more than it is reasonable to do. Whatever is reasonable for an organisation to do depends on, 
among other factors, its size and nature, and the nature of facilities or services or public functions 
it runs.) 
We have a breakfast club that takes place before school and we have a number of clubs that take 
pat both at lunch and after school for out pupils, please contact Mrs Sara Burton nee Casey 
(07805929965) if you need further information about which clubs are available each term. All 
children from Year 2 are entitled to join the Children’s University, regardless of SEND. 
The school also has a Boccia club, formed exclusively for children with SEND that is based on the 
Paralympic sport. Children practise weekly and take part in competitions throughout the year. 
Further information can also be found in the Access Policy on our website. 
 
HOW WILL OUR SCHOOL SUPPORT YOUR CHILD’S OVERALL WELLBEING? 
The well-being of your child is central to the ethos of our school. Should you have any concerns 
about your child we would encourage to speak to the class teacher, the INCO (Mrs K Jack) or the 
Headteacher (Mrs D Simpson, from January 2017) in order that any issues may be addressed. 
If your child has a medical need then a care plan will be prepared, in consultation with you and 
appropriate practitioners, usually by the school nurse (Louise Tatarkowski-Bray) or another 
specialist nurse. For further information please look at our Medical Policy on our website. 
All children, including those with SEND, are taught about bullying, friendship and staying safe 
(including e-safety) through Life Education, Circle Time and Assemblies. In every class there is an 
‘Ask It Basket’ for child to share their problems, anonymously if they choose to do so. The school 
has a system in place to make referrals to The Rainbow Room where children are given 1:1 
nurturing support for pastoral issues, these referrals are made by staff to the Headteacher. The 
school employs a Family Wellbeing Co-ordinator who also works with individuals and families 
outside of the classroom, again referrals are made through the Headteacher. There is an annual 
stay safe week which includes the Life Education Bus, which every class visits. The school has a 
designated senior person (Headteacher) and two deputies (Deputy Headteacher and INCO) to deal 
with issues of safeguarding and child protection. All staff and governors have undertaken 
PREVENT and safeguarding training in school and this is updated annually. 
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HOW ACCESSIBLE IS OUR SCHOOL BOTH INDOORS AND OUTDOORS FOR CHILDREN WITH 
SEN? 
Our school has two lifts and a stairlift to ensure access to the SPACE building and first floor of the 
school. We have disabled toilet access on all three levels of the building, with a changing area and 
shower located in the disabled toilet on the ground floor. 
If you child needs disabled access then the school would endeavour to work with parents and any 
specialists involved to try to meet the needs of your child prior to the child starting at school. 
For further information please look at our Access Policy on our website. 
 
HOW WILL OUR SCHOOL PREPARE AND SUPPORT YOUR CHILD WHEN TRANSFERRING TO A 
NEW SCHOOL? 
All children starting in Reception Class are invited to visit the school for induction sessions before 
they start school. There are a number of Parents Meeting, both before they start and when they 
have started. There is usually a home-school visit carried out by staff from Reception. It is 
important that if you child has a special need or disability that you are aware of that you share 
this information with staff as soon as possible so that any arrangements can be made or training 
undertaken. 
We have good relationships with most of the high schools in the area. Your child will have the 
opportunity to visit their new school before they leave us. We will ensure that any information 
about your child, including those with SEND, will be discussed with someone from their High 
School before you child finishes in Year 6. If any child leaves school before Year 6 we are happy to 
discuss their needs with the new school. 
 
WHO CAN YOU CONTACT FOR FURTHER INFORMATION? 
If you have any concerns relating to the school’s provision please speak to the Headteacher (Mrs D 
Simpson from January 2017) or the INCO (Mrs K Jack). The formal complaints procedure can be 
accessed through our website. Under the SEN and Disability Act 2001 parents may seek advice on 
resolving disagreements the LA and/or the Independent Mediation Service. The school will make 
further information about this process available on request. 
 
The governing body has a designated SEN governor, Mrs S Dhukai who is responsible for 
reviewing practice and supporting the INCO. 
Blackburn with Darwen’s local offer sets out a range of support and services available to you and 
your child. This can be accessed at www.bwd-localoffer.org.uk 
 
 
K Jack (INCO) 
November 2016 

http://www.bwd-localoffer.org.uk/

