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WENSLEY FOLD CE PRIMARY ACADEMY 

 
EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE POLICY 

 
 

THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE  
 
The term Early Years Foundation Stage refers to children from birth to the end of the reception 
year. 
 
The EYFS is based upon four principles: 
• A unique child – developing resilient, capable, confident and self-assured individuals.  
• Positive relationships – supporting the children in becoming strong and independent. 
• Enabling environments – where opportunities and experiences respond to the individual needs of 
the child by developing a strong partnership between practitioners, parents/carers and the child. 
• Learning and developing – An acknowledgement that children learn in different ways and at 
different rates. 
 
STARTING RECEPTION 
Children begin the Reception class in the September of the school year in which they will be 5 
years old. Please see our admissions policy for entry requirements.  
 
We carry out a very thorough induction process which includes parent meetings, nursery visits, 
home visits and visits into the reception class. Starting dates are staggered in September over 3 
weeks. During the first two weeks, children will be in school for half a day with every child in for 
the full day from week 3. Please refer to the induction policy for more information.  
 
 
UNIQUE CHILD 
 
‘Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident 
and self-assured.’ 
      ‘Statutory Framework for the EYFS’ 
 
At Wensley Fold, we believe all children are special. We give all of the children the opportunity to 
achieve their best by using a wide range of teaching strategies, planning activities that cater for 
individual’s needs. We aim to: 
o provide opportunities for children to enjoy learning, develop confidence and self-esteem, and 

build good relationships with others 
o to support, foster and develop children’s personal, social, health and emotional well-being 
o ensure that the children learn: by watching others, talking, asking questions, listening, 

exploring, investigating and problem solving 
o to respect and value the cultural and linguistic backgrounds of others 
o to enable children to express preferences, communicate needs, make choices, make decisions 

and choose options that other people act on and respect 
o to promote the moral, spiritual, cultural, intellectual and physical development of children 
o to provide for learning using first hand experiences and a multi-sensory approach 
o to develop positive attitudes and dispositions for learning. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 
 
Governors and staff acknowledge that wherever possible, children with Special Educational Needs 
are given the opportunity to attend Wensley Fold if their parents so wish. All children are entitled 
to equality of access to the full range of educational experiences available.  
 
The school aims to identify as early as possible those children who have Special Educational Needs 
and act promptly to assess the child’s needs and support them in the best way. These needs or 
concerns may be about developmental delays, learning difficulties, physical disabilities, emotional 
or behavioural problems, social or family circumstances that may be affecting achievement. 
Teachers and staff working in partnership with the SENCO will gather information and contact 
relevant agencies. Parents will be involved in all aspects of assessing, registering, planning the 
learning programmes and reviewing the child’s progress. 
 
(Please also refer to the school Special Educational Needs Policy). 
 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
It is the responsibility of all staff to ensure that all children and their parents have equal access to 
the settings irrespective of gender, ability, ethnicity and social circumstances. 
 
 (Please also refer to the school’s Equal Opportunities Policy). 
 
POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS 
 
Parents and carers are encouraged to visit and see what their children are doing, take part in 
activities and be actively involved in their children’s learning. Staff will create a welcoming, happy 
and relaxed environment. They recognise that an effective partnership with parents will have a 
positive impact on child’s development and learning. Updates will be put onto the school website 
and photographs will be taken of the children. All work and any concerns will also be shared with 
parents throughout the year. Teachers will talk to parents after school about the school day. A 
school report will be sent out at the end of the child’s time in the foundation stage.  
 
Parents will be invited into school for: 
o Rhyme time 
o Story time 
o Stay and explore sessions 
o Parent’s Evening 
o Parental workshops 
o Parent meetings to inform them of changes within the school year. 
 
All staff involved in the education of young children will develop good relationships with the 
children in their care so that they feel secure, respected and are able to make mistakes and cope 
with failure as well as building confidently on their successes. 
 
o A fully qualified Foundation Stage Leader will lead on the planning and delivery of the EYFS 

curriculum across both classes 
o A fully qualified Foundation Stage Teacher will plan and deliver the EYFS curriculum  
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o In addition to which there will be a fully qualified support assistant (qualified to at least NVQ 
level 2 or equivalent) in each Reception class as well as another support assistant who carries 
out interventions between the two classes.  

o At least one of the above will be bi lingual in at least one of the community’s home languages  
 
 
ENABLING ENVIRONMENT 
 
Early Years Foundation stage provision at Wensley Fold CE Primary Academy is organised into 
two Reception classes of 30 children. We will provide appropriate learning experiences within an 
effective environment that meets the individual needs of each child and their stage of development. 
 
The indoor environment will be: 
o Bright and attractive 
o Have areas to engage all learners 
o Be well equipped to provide opportunities for children to create their own learning and 

progress 
o Organised to encourage independence 
 
The outdoor classroom will be: 
o Safe and secure 
o Promote physical development 
o Provide covered and shaded areas 
o Offer a range of opportunities to challenge learners and explore all areas of learning. 
 
LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
 
‘Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their 
potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between birth and 
age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is 
important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early learning together provide the 
foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. 
       ‘Statutory Framework for the EYFS’. 
 
At Wensley Fold, we provide a carefully structured curriculum based on the Development Matters 
and Early Learning Goals. Through adult led and child initiated activities, children will have the 
opportunity to explore, investigate, discover and consolidate their knowledge, skills and 
understanding. We ensure we will address the individual needs of all children by enabling them to 
participate in a broad, balanced, relevant and age appropriate curriculum, with due regard to 
equal opportunities. We will also build on what the children already know, understand and can 
achieve. 
 
The Early Learning Goals establish expectations for most children to reach by the end of the Early 
Years Foundation Stage, with adequate provision for those children who exceed the goals. For 
those children who do not achieve the Early Learning Goals (emerging) by the end of the 
Foundation Stage a differentiated and supported Early Years Foundation Stage will be provided in 
Year 1. There is an on-going judgement to be made by practitioners about the balance between 
activities led by children, and activities led or guided by adults. As children grow older, and as 
their development allows, it is expected that the balance will gradually shift towards more 
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activities led by adults, to help children prepare for more formal learning, ready for Year 1.” 
(Statutory Framework for EYFS 2012) 
 
There are seven areas of learning and development of which three are “prime areas,” and four 
“specific areas.” 
 
 The prime areas are 
o Communication and language 
o Physical development 
o Personal, social and emotional development. 
 
The specific areas are 
o Literacy 
o Mathematics 
o Understanding of the world  
o Expressive arts and design 

 
Communication and language development involves giving children opportunities to experience a 
rich language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to 
speak and listen in a range of situations. 
 
Physical development involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and 
interactive; and to develop their coordination, control and movement. Children must also be helped 
to understand the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to food.  
 
Personal, social and emotional development involves helping children to develop a positive sense of 
themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop 
social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in 
groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities. 
 
Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read 
and write. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and 
other written materials) to ignite their interest.  
 
Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in 
counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; 
and to describe shapes, spaces, and measures. 
 
Understanding of the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and 
their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, 
technology and the environment. 
 
Expressive arts and design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of 
media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their 
thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-
play, and design and technology.  
 
       ‘Statutory Framework for the EYFS’ 
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PLANNING AND ASSESSMENT  
 
Planning, assessment, recording and reporting are recognised as essential parts of an effective 
curriculum. Early Years practitioners will use information from parents in addition to their own 
observations and evidence in order to establish what each child already knows, understands and 
can do. Planning will be thematic and child centred wherever possible.   
 
o The Foundation Stage Leader will lead the planning, effectively deploying the staff to deliver 

the curriculum  
o Long, medium and short term planning will be compiled in line with DFE guidance providing 

progression and continuity. 
o Staff will evaluate planning and consider all areas of provision making observations and 

suggesting next steps. 
o Evidence will be collated in a personalised learning journal book as well as on Target Tracker 

and in their writing and Maths books.  
o Assessment of learning will be used to inform future planning. 
o The development matters will be used to measure children’s progress in addition to the Early 

Learning goals. Pupil progress meetings will take place to discuss children who are off track 
each term and formative assessment will occur each term to measure progress.  

o The CEM Baseline Assessment will be administered on entry to the Reception class. It will be 
repeated at the end of the year to inform future targets and value added. 

o Early Years Foundation Stage Profile data will be sent to the LA and transferred to Year 1. 
 
At Wensley Fold, in planning, teachers reflect on the different ways that children learn. As stated 
in the Statutory Framework, we support children in using the three characteristics of effective 
teaching and learning. These are; 
 
• playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’; 
• active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy 
achievements; and 
• creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between 
ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. 
 
 
WELFARE 
 
‘Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are met 
and when they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them.’ 
      ‘Statutory Framework for the EYFS’ 
 
The safety of our children is paramount at Wensley Fold. We aim to educate children on 
boundaries, rules and limits. We provide children with choices to help them develop them 
important life skill. Children are encouraged to take risks safely. 
 
We: 

o Promote the welfare of children 
o Prevent the spread of infection by taking appropriate action when a child is ill 
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o Manage behaviour effectively (see the behaviour management policy) 
o Ensure all adults have a DBS 
o Ensure that every child receives enjoyable and challenging learning and development 

experiences which meet their individual needs 
o Maintain records, policies and procedures for safe efficient management and to meet the 

needs of the children.  
 

 
STAFF DEVELOPMENT 
 
The identification of training needs for all practitioners will take place through Performance 
Management and/or staff development interviews. The statutory supervision meetings for Early 
Years will take place each term. Appropriate dissemination of training and INSET will take place, 
and feedback from all courses will be shared with all the staff. 
 
 
 

E WILKINSON 
FOUNDATION STAGE LEADER 

FEBRUARY 2018 
 

Signed …………………………………………………..  John Leigh 
Chair of governors 

 


