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WENSLEY FOLD CE PRIMARY ACADEMY 
DRUG and ALCOHOL EDUCATION POLICY 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The school values and recognises the uniqueness of each individual child and acknowledge their 
fundamental right to be educated to their full potential in a safe, secure and caring environment.  
The school, which has a Christian heritage, will, in partnership with parents and the extended 
community, aim to make each day count for all. 
 

It is vital that children receive information on drugs appropriate to their age and experience 
throughout their school career and beyond.  This means staring in primary school with the most 
basic lessons on safety and respect for themselves and others, and progressing to an appreciation 
of drugs as medicines and the harmful effects of tobacco and alcohol.  Only after we have covered 
these areas should we move on to issues related to drug misuse so that children are prepared 
before they are likely to encounter illegal drugs.  Children from the earliest age need to learn and 
have change to practice the skills of assertion, self-esteem, responsible decision-making and 
communication which equip them to make healthy choices about their behaviour. 

D Blunkett 
INTRODUCTION 
 

At Wensley Fold we are committed to safeguarding the health and well being of everyone in the 
school.  The school recognises its vital pastoral role in promoting the welfare of the children, in 
partnership with parents, in preparing them for life beyond this school. 
 

In response to shared concerns, at local and national level, the school has a responsibility to 
educate children in a way which provides them with the knowledge, understanding and skills 
necessary to keep themselves safe in a world in which the misuse of drugs is prevalent.   
 

This policy is based on the guidance provided in the following documents: 
 Drug Strategy 2010 Reducing Demand, Restricting Supply, Building Recovery: Supporting 

people to lead a drug free life 
 Tackling Drugs, Changing Lives (November 2004) 
 Safe, Sensible, Social – The Next Steps (2007) 
 NHSS Drug Education  
 Drugs – Guidance for Schools (DfES 2004) 
 Every Child Matters – Young People and Drugs (2005) 

 
DEFINITION of DRUGS 
 

For the purpose of this policy a drug is any substance, regardless of legal status, which has the 
potential to change the way people think, feel or behave.  In this respect it includes those 
substances controlled under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, solvents and volatile substances, 
alcohol and tobacco.  Where there are specific arrangements for specific substances these will be 
highlighted 
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AIMS 
 

The aims for drug education at Wensley Fold are: 
 to ensure that all our pupils have the opportunity to experience high quality drug education 

appropriate to their age, maturity, cultural heritage, ability, experience and other relevant 
criteria 

 to improve pupil’s knowledge of drugs and their effect on the body; 
 to enable pupils to make informed and sensible decisions about drugs and drug use 
 to enable pupils to develop a range of skills to deal appropriately with situations about and/or 

involving drugs and/or drug use 
 to help pupils to develop their own attitudes to drugs and drug use within the current 

legislative framework 
 to help pupils to identify sources of information, advice and support and be able to access 

these resources if required. 
 
CONTEXT 
 

At Wensley Fold Drug and Alcohol Education will give children information about drugs and 
alcohol, with an awareness of the moral code and values which underpin all our work in school.  In 
particular we teach Drug and Alcohol Education in the belief that: 
 

 Drug and Alcohol Education is part of a wider social, personal and moral education process 
 We are a health promoting community with premises which provide a safe environment 
 Children should be taught to have respect for their own bodies 
 Children should learn about their responsibilities to others, and be aware of the consequences 

of drug related activities 
 We are prepared to talk to all members of our school community about any drug related issue, 

concern or problem and offer them appropriate advice within the limits of the law, DFE/LA 
guidance 

 
NATIONAL HEALTHY SCHOOLS STANDARD 
 

We participate in the National Healthy Schools Standard Scheme which promotes Health 
Education.  As participants we: 
 

 Consult with parents on matters of Health Education policy 
 Train our teachers to deliver Drug and Alcohol Education  
 Listen to the views of children in our school regarding Drug and Alcohol Education  
 Look positively at any local incentives that support us in providing the best Drug and Alcohol 

Education teaching programme that we can devise 
 
DELIVERY and ORGANISATION 
 

Drug and Alcohol Education is taught through different aspects of the curriculum.  The main Drug 
and Alcohol Education teaching is through the PHSCE curriculum but some aspects are taught 
through other subjects such as Science.  See Appendices 1a and 1b – Matrix for Drug and Alcohol 
Education  
 

The guidance material in the national schemes of work is followed in all key stages: 
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 Key Stage 1 – children are taught about the use of drugs as medicines including rules for 
keeping safe and how medicines can be harmful if not taken properly 

 Key Stage 2 – children are taught about the effects on the human body of tobacco, alcohol 
and other drugs and how these relate to personal health 

 

The whole school will participate in a ‘Safety Week’ on a regular basis when we deliver the main 
focus of our Drug and Alcohol Education.  The teaching delivered during this week will be 
developed in liaison with the Children and Young People’s Health Team, the Drug and Alcohol 
Healthy Schools Specialist and the school community to ensure that it is relevant to out children 
and any local issues. 
 

If funding will allow we will work in partnership with the Lancashire Life Education Centre (a 
mobile classroom which visits schools). This service provides health promotion and drug education 
programmes that specifically support the school in fulfilling the aims and objectives of Drug and 
Alcohol Education. 
 

In PHSCE children are taught about drugs and alcohol and encourage them to discuss and explore 
moral issues.  Teachers delivering these lessons will receive support and training, when necessary, 
to ensure that they are able to answer questions and deal with any arising issues with sensitivity 
and care. 
 

There will be the opportunity for parents and carers to discuss the programme of lessons, to 
explain what the issues are, how they are taught and to see the materials the school uses in its 
teaching. 
 
THE ROLE of PARENTS  
 

We will ensure that parents have the opportunity to learn about our education programme 
through specific parent events.  Information about our drug policy will also be published in 
relevant documents and by: 
 

 Informing parents about the school’s Drug and Alcohol Education 
 Answering any questions that parents may have about the Drug and Alcohol Education of their 

child 
 Taking seriously any issue that parents raise with teachers or governors about this policy or the 

arrangements for Drug and Alcohol Education at Wensley Fold 
 Encouraging parents to be involved in reviewing the school policy and making modifications as 

necessary 
 Informing parents about best practice with regard to Drug and Alcohol Education so that the 

teaching in school supports the key messages that parents and carers give to children at home 
 

Through this mutual exchange of knowledge and information children will benefit from being given 
consistent messages about drugs and alcohol, attitudes to risk and the importance of making 
informed choices. 
 
OUTSIDE AGENCIES and MEMBERS of the COMMUNITY 
 

We encourage other members of the community to work with us to provide advice and support the 
children with regard to Health Education. 
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We recognise that, whilst we must maintain lead responsibility for our pupil’s education, other 
agencies and individuals may have important contributions  
 

The school will encourage, support and take advice from appropriate agencies - police, Local 
Authority and health and drug agencies in dealing with preventing misuse of drugs. 
 
DRUG PREVENTION  
 

The teaching activities at Wensley Fold focus on preventing drug misuse and its unwanted 
consequences for individuals and the school community.  Our Drug and Alcohol Education will be 
an integral part of the school’s aim to provide a healthy, safe and supportive environment within 
which its members are encouraged and supported to achieve their potential. 
 

Prevention in Practice: 
 Supporting the promotion of the Healthy School’s Programme 
 Ensuring that DFE and other guidance on managing medicines is implemented and supported 

by all members of staff 
 Ensuring that if there is alcohol on the premises (for any agreed event) it is stored safely and 

securely – this is the responsibility of the Headteacher  
 Ensuring that there is guidance for the site supervisor and other staff about the disposal of 

drug paraphernalia – this is the responsibility of the LA Health and Safety Department 
 Ensuring that information about local and national drug advice and support resources are 

available to members of the school community and they are accessible is such a way that 
confidentiality can be maintained 

 Ensuring that there is a support system in place for any member of the school community 
experiencing a drug related problem 

 Ensuring that the development of self esteem remains central to the ethos of the school 
 
MANAGING DRUG RELATED INCIDENTS / SITUATIONS 
 

For the purposes of this policy a ‘drug related incident’ will mean evidence or suspicion of a specific 
incident which involves one or more drugs (including off site activities, sporting events or any other 
event at which the school is being represented during school hours). 
 

A ‘drug related situation’ is an event or series of events involving one or more drugs which requires 
further observation, investigation, monitoring, managing or referring by staff. 
 

The aims for the management of drug related incidents are: 
 To have a clear and consistent set of procedures in order to be prepared for any drug related 

incident 
 To define clear roles and responsibilities with regard to managing a drug related incident  
 To ensure that outside agencies are involved where necessary 
 To minimise the potential for negative publicity for the school or any member of its community  
 

In order to meet these aims regular training will be provided for staff to support the management 
of drug related incidents and situations.  See Appendix 2 – Managing Drug Related Incidents or 
Situations  
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CONFIDENTIALITY 
 

A child may occasionally share some confidential information with a teacher as a result of the 
teaching programme.  Each item will be taken will be taken seriously.  If the child is thought to be 
at risk or in danger, then appropriate action will be taken. 
See Child Protection Policy. 
 
THE ROLE of the HEADTEACHER 
 
It is the role of the Headteacher to ensure that both staff and parents are informed about our 
Drug and Alcohol Education Policy and that the policy is implemented effectively.  It is also the 
Headteacher’s responsibility to ensure that members of staff are given access to sufficient training 
so that they can teach effectively and handle any difficult situation with sensitivity. 
 

The Headteacher liaises with external agencies regarding the school Drug and Alcohol Education 
programme and ensures that all adults who work with children on these issues are aware of the 
school policy and they work within this framework. 
 

The Headteacher monitors this policy on a regular basis and reports to the governors when 
requested on the effectiveness of the policy. 
 
SEN and INCLUSION 
 

All children, parents, staff, visitors and members of the wider community have parity of access to 
all curricular and extra curricular opportunities and school initiatives in line with the school 
SEN/Inclusion and Equal Opportunities Policies.  
 
REVIEW 
 

The policy will be reviewed through and by consultation with staff, the Headteacher, governors 
and parents. 
 

Any amendments to the policy arising from the review procedure will go to consultation with staff 
and governors for discussion, approval and ratification. 
 

Life Education/PHSCE Coordinator – D Morton 
PHSCE Governor with overview for Drugs Education – M Hargreaves 

 
Policy Reviewed 

 

June 2011 
June 2014 
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Appendix 1a 
WENSLEY FOLD CE PRIMARY ACADEMY 

MATRIX for DRUG and ALCOHOL EDUCATION 
 

 Key Stage One  Key Stage Two 

Kn
ow

le
dg

e 
an

d 
U

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

 

 School rules - regarding medicines 
 Basic information of how the body works and ways of looking 

after it 
 Role of medicines in good health and why people use them 
 Understanding that all drugs can be harmful if not used properly 
 Simple safety rules regarding medicines and other substances in the 

home 
 Alcohol and tobacco and their effects on body and behaviour 
 People who are involved with medicines 
 People who can help children when they have concerns 

 School rules regarding medicines, alcohol, tobacco, solvents and 
illegal drugs 

 More detailed information regarding the body 
 Different types of medicines - prescribed and over the counter - 

legal and illegal drugs including effects and risks 
 Basic introduction regarding the law relating to legal and illegal 

drugs 
 People who can help children when they have questions or 

concerns 
 Risks of handling discarded needles and syringes 

Sk
ill

s 
 

 Communicating feelings such as concerns about illness and taking 
medicines 

 Following simple safety instructions 
 When and how to get help from adults 

 Identifying risks 
 Coping with peer influence 
 Communicating with adults 
 Decision making and assertiveness in drug related situations 
 Giving and getting help 
 Safety procedures regarding medicines 

A
tt

itu
de

s 
 

 Valuing one’s body and recognising its uniqueness 
 Attitudes towards medicines, health professionals and hospitals 
 Attitudes towards alcohol and tobacco  

 Valuing oneself and others 
 Attitudes and beliefs about different drugs and people who use 

them 
 Responses to media advertising 
 Taking responsibility for ones own safety and behaviour 
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Appendix 1b 
 

WENSLEY FOLD CE PRIMARY ACADEMY 
MATRIX for DRUG and ALCOHOL EDUCATION 

 
 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

Reception    
 

    

Year 1   
 

    

Year 2     Science – drugs as 
medicines 

 

Year 3   
 

    

Year 4  Science – effects of 
tobacco on human 

body/health   

    

Year 5   Science – effects of 
tobacco, alcohol and 

other drugs on 
human body/health 

   

Year 6   Science – effects of 
tobacco, alcohol and 

other drugs on 
human body/health 

(revision) 
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Appendix 2 
MANAGING DRUG RELATED INCIDENTS or SITUATIONS 

 
The aims for the management of drug related incidents are: 
 

 To have a clear and consistent set of procedures in order to be prepared for any drug related 
incident 

 To define clear roles and responsibilities with regard to managing a drug related incident  
 To ensure that outside agencies are involved where necessary 
 To minimise the potential for negative publicity for the school or any member of its community  
 

In order to meet these aims regular training will be provided for staff to support the management 
of drug related incidents and situations 
 

KEY RESPONSIBILTIES  
Drug related incidents will be managed and coordinated by the Headteacher.  Any and all 
information about a known or suspected drug related incident or situation will be channelled 
through the Headteacher who will then initiate and/or coordinate action and where necessary 
involve outside agencies.  In the event of their absence the responsibility will be delegated to the 
Deputy Headteacher. 
 
DISCOVERED and DISCLOSED SCENARIOS 
 

Discovered incidents are those where there is evidence or suspicion that an individual or group are 
in possession of unauthorised drugs during school time, using drugs during school time, intoxicated 
during school time and/or within the vicinity of the school, supplying drugs during school time, 
cultivating unauthorised drugs on the school premises, or have an involvement in any of these 
outside of school time. 
 

In these situations the following process should be followed: 
 

  DISCOVERED INCIDENT   
 Is there a medical emergency? If YES 

implement emergency procedures 
immediately 

Does person(s) 
involved need to be 
isolated for 
safety/further 
investigation 

Secure the safety of those 
involved 

  
Inform the Headteacher as 

soon as possible 
Is the need for response urgent? If YES 
the Headteacher must be freed to 
respond and/or initiate procedures    

Headteacher to initiate and 
coordinate plan of action 

 

Including: 
 Early intervention 
 In school counselling 
 Pastoral support programme 
 Referral 
 School sanction 
 Parental involvement  
 Exclusion 
 Disciplinary proceedings 
 Child protection proceedings  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Response  

 

Disclosed incidents are those where an individual or group discloses a concern, a problem or issue 
associated with drugs.  Any such disclosure may be about themselves or others 
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In these situations the following process should be followed: 
 

  DISCLOSED INCIDENT   
 

Can be made by a 
pupil, parent, carer, 
staff member of 
other significant 
party 

Disclosure made to a member 
of staff 

 
Inform the Headteacher as 

soon as possible 

  
Headteacher to determine a 

response 

 

Including: 
 Early intervention 
 In school counselling 
 Pastoral support programme 
 Referral 
 School sanction 
 Parental involvement  
 Exclusion 
 Disciplinary proceedings 
 Child protection proceedings  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Response  

 

 
DRUGS AND THE LAW 
 

Search – it is not legal to conduct a personal search of a pupil, even it is known that they are in 
possession of an unauthorised substance.  A pupil can be asked to empty their pockets or bag, in 
the presence of two members of staff, but they are in no obligation to do so and if the request is 
refused, staff themselves can take no further action.  If a search is carried out without consent, 
common assault charges could be brought.  The only exception to this is in the case of a medical 
emergency when medical staff need to know what, if any, substance has been taken.  A search or 
a request for a search should be recorded in all cases. 
 

Confiscation/Possession – it is legal, under Section 5 of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, to be in 
possession of an illegal drug in order to prevent an offence being committed and with a view to 
ensuring its disposal.  Should a member of staff come into possession of an illegal substance, they 
will inform the head teacher as soon as possible who will note the time and date of the possession, 
what the suspected substance is, the names of the staff involved and the arrangements for its 
disposal. 
 

Disposal – it is legal for a staff member to dispose of an illegal drug by, for example, flushing it 
down a toilet.  This will be done wherever possible, by the Headteacher and witnessed by another 
member of staff.  A record will be kept of this disposal.  It is also possible for arrangements to be 
made to hand this substance to the police, though the law does not require this.  The Headteacher 
will make the decision.  
 
 
 
 
HEADTEACHER RESPONSE 
 

The response to any drug related incident or situation will be determined by and be justifiable in 
terms of: 
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 The appropriateness of the response to the needs of the pupil 
 The appropriateness of the response to the needs of all persons involved, the school and the 

wider community 
 Consistency  with existing school rules, codes and expectations 
 

As such there is no specific sanction or prescription of support for individual incidents.  The 
response is determined by the Headteacher after a prompt and thorough assessment and 
consideration of needs.  
 
HEADTEACHER ACTION 
 
With the exception of medical emergency, all subsequent actions will be decided by the 
Headteacher.  These may include: 
 
 Notification of parents/carers 
 Notification of police 
 Notification of involved members of staff or key governors 
 Completion of incident records 
 Making referrals to involve outside agency support 
 Recommendations regarding sanctions and/or support 
 Aftercare arrangements 
 Management of media contact 


