
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Profile: www.direct.gov.uk  
Website: www.wensleyfold.gov.uk   

Follow us on Twitter: @WensleyFoldCE  
Find us on Facebook: Wensley Fold Primary Academy 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/
http://www.wensleyfold.gov.uk/


 

GOODBYE MRS STUBBS  
Mrs Stubbs has decided, after a teaching career of almost 40 years – more than 18 of those as 
Headteacher of Wensley Fold – to retire.  She led the school from Special Measures in 1998 first to 
Beacon School Status and then to be judged by Ofsted as Outstanding and has been an inspiration to 
everyone here.  We all wish her well in her retirement – Wensley Fold just won’t be the same without 
her but her amazing legacy will live on! 
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THE STRATEGIC PLAN: 
1. To maintain the highest standards in all subjects through the development of individual subject action plans 
2. To develop a creative curriculum which is personalised to the children  
3. To work in partnership with parents to encourage them to become active and supportive partners in their children’s education    
4. To ensure the new extended campus matches the needs of a personalised curriculum 
5. To maintain best practice recruitment of staff who best match the ethos and culture of the school 
6. To embed community cohesion into all aspects of school life 
7. To establish a Wensley Fold Charitable Trust 
8. To continually raise the importance of e safety for all and to maintain it as a high profile as technology develops 
9. To encourage the majority of children to develop a habit of walking or cycling safely to school daily 
10. To develop an on-going programme of drug awareness in relation to the issues in the local community 
11. To establish a governors’ Wensley Fold Enterprise Zone 
12. To develop and promote a long term savings habit through the Wensley Fold Savings Bank 
13. To further promote family understanding of the importance of a healthy lifestyle 
14. To establish a range of successful, high profile sports clubs and teams with links to external clubs and teams 
 

WENSLEY FOLD – A NATIONAL TEACHING SCHOOL  
Wensley Fold was awarded National Teaching School status in March 2014. 
Teaching schools are outstanding schools that work with others to provide high-quality training and 
development to new and experienced school staff.  
Teaching Schools will: 

1. play a greater role in training new entrants to the profession – this will be achieved through SCHOOL DIRECT 
2. lead peer-to-peer learning 
3. spot and nurture leadership potential 
4. provide support for other schools 
5. designate and broker Specialist Leaders of Education (SLEs) 
6. engage in research and development

SCHOOL DIRECT 
A total of 16 Associate Teachers started TEAM Alliance School Direct PGCE Course in September 
2015.  As last year, the course involved three placements in host schools within the Alliance, lectures at 
Wensley Fold from University of Cumbria and Specialist Leaders of Education from within our schools 
and various academic assignments.  The course has received outstanding feedback from both the 

Associate Teachers and Headteachers.  
We are delighted to report that all 16 Associate Teachers have now secured employment from September. We have had over 108 
applications for next year’s course and have offered 16 places for September 2016. 
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WELCOME MRS SIMPSON 
We welcome Mrs Simpson who has been 
appointed as the new Headteacher of 
Wensley Fold and will take up her post in 
January 2017.  During the Autumn Term 
Mrs Draper will be Acting Headteacher.   
 

THEMED WEEK – ECO WEEK – May 2016   
The children spent the week finding out about 
the nine key topics.  Every class had an area of 
the school grounds 
to develop and the 
whole school 

helped to re-establish the forest 
schools path by taking part in 
‘stomp and scatter’ using bark 
to cover the path. All the children made a ‘bag for life’ and 

children were encouraged to walk to 
school  Signs were cleaned, litter was 
picked, willow deer were made and 
classes found out about what we need 
to protect in our environment as well as 
finding out about issues around global 
diversity.  The week ended with 
performances on the playground – 
sharing the activities of the week with 

the rest of the school and with parents. 
 

SPORTS NEWS 
Thanks to the hard work of Miss Lloyd and Mr Allen 
we have again been successful in achieving the 
Sainbury’s School Games Gold Award. This was 
achieved for the commitment to extra-curricular 
sports, inter and intra competition, sport leaders, sport for all 
children, providing a range of sporting opportunities and the 
celebration of PE and sport in school. The children have 
participated in a wide range of sports this year with over 120 
children representing the school form Years 2 to 6. A special 
mention goes to our KS1 sports hall athletics team who gained 
a GOLD medal, Years 5 and 6 gained a SILVER medal and 
Years 3 and 4 came forth place. Our Year 3 and 4 gymnastics 
team competed against 17 other schools in the Blackburn with 
Darwen and came fourth place, just missing out on a bronze 
medal. The Year 4 Tennis B team gained a silver medal and 
Wensley Fold gained 2 SILVER and 1 BRONZE individual 
medals in the Witton Park Athletics Competition this year.  

STAFF CHANGES  
No other members of staff are leaving this year 
but we do welcome two new teachers who are 
already familiar to many of the children – Miss 
Butler who will be teaching in Year 2 and Miss 
Horsfall will be returning to teach in Year 1. 
Some members of staff will be changing classes.  
Mrs Wilkinson is moving to Reception, Mr Murphy 
to Year 1, Mrs Sidat to Year 3 and Miss Lloyd to 
Year 5. 

FRENCH ASSISTANT 
This year Madame Laurence McCormick has taught 
children from Year 2 to Year 6 and run a Year 1 
lunchtime club. She is a native French speaker and has been 
very impressed by the children’s ability to speak French!  

ARTIST IN RESIDENCE 
This year has been the final year of this three 
year project involving Wensley Fold, St Silas and 
Sacred Heart schools. The project was funded by 
the Arts Council and has seen over 1000 
children involved over the three years – they have observed 
Pat at work, been involved in year group projects or been 
chosen as Art Stars.  They have experienced working in 
different ways including sketchbook work, watercolour and 
pattern making to music.  From September 24 to November 12 
there will be an exhibition (Pushing Boundaries) at Blackburn 

Museum and Art Gallery to 
celebrate the project – please do 
go along and look at the 
amazing work produced by the 
children. 
 

VISIT TO PARLIAMENT 
On Thursday 10 September 2015 the 
Debating Society went on a trip to 
the busy city, London.  They had a 
tour of Downing Street before 
entering the Houses of Parliament.  
The children found it very exciting.  
They had a tour and watched a live 
debate before meeting Blackburn MP 
Kate Hollern.  It was such an amazing 
experience for this group of children 
that all Year 6 children will be able to 
have the same experience next year. 
 

SLICE PROJECT 
The children in Year 5 have been 
involved a SLICE project. The focus 
of this project was to develop and 
improve the children’s story telling 
skills. Wensley Fold worked 
alongside St Silas and Feniscowles 
Primary schools during the project, with specialists from the 
museum and trained actor, Mr Simpson, developing their skills. 
At the end of the project the children presented their story at 
Blackburn museum to parents and other guests. This dreadful 
crime took place on Monday 20 May 1912.The victim was 18 
year old Alice Beatham, a weaver at Jubilee Mill, for several 
weeks she had been going out with Arthur Birkett, who was 
also a weaver. Not long before the murder, Arthur went to a 
nearby chemist where he bought a razor. Our class retell the 
events that led to this gruesome event in our history. 
 

PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION 
Children from Wensley Fold, St Silas and Sacred Heart took 
part in our first school cluster Public Speaking 
competition.  This took place at Blackburn University on Friday 
29 April 2016 at 1pm.    The Wensley Fold Team was: Mishall 
Sonvadi, Sadaf Khan and Khaleesah Isap and the three choices 
of topics for discussions were: the person I admire is, if I could 
change the world and 
happiness is.   
Congratulations to Khaleesa 
Isap from Year 6 at Wensley 
Fold who was a joint winner. 
 

 
 



 

WORLD BOOK DAY THURSDAY 3 MARCH 2016 
Our children and staff celebrated World Book 
Day by dressing up as a book character and 
also took part in book related activities 
throughout the day.  To coincide with the 
30th anniversary of Oxford Reading Tree, 
children also dressed up as characters from 
the Oxford Reading Tree books such as Biff, Chip and Kipper. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S UNIVERSITY 
Blackburn Children’s University 
(CU) which has been running 
since January 2010 has 
continued to grow from strength to strength.  This year 
Blackburn CU now has nine schools that are part of 
this.  Some national funding has helped this growth.  As a 
result of these changes more children are being given the 
opportunity to try and learn new things.   This year Blackburn 
CU members have taken part in over 16,000 hours of 
Children’s University activities. During the past year Blackburn 
Children’s University™ has offered children a variety of 
activities which have been after school, in the holidays and at 
some weekends. Sara Casey (Extended Schools Coordinator) 
has organised many events. In October children from 4 schools 
enjoyed a trip to the National Media Museum, Bradford, in 
March they went to Liverpool and had a trip on the Ferry, and 
most recently in June went to Eureka in Halifax.   The 
University Centre at Blackburn College has continued to help 
run a number of activities for the children.  Children have 
learnt about World War One, Art and Illustration, Law and 
Forest Schools. Blackburn CU was invited back again to sing 
on stage at the University Centre’s Graduation in 
October.  This was a fantastic opportunity for the children to 
experience something different.  As a cluster of schools they 
also took part in the annual Celebration of Dance Festival at 
King George’s Hall in March. Blackburn CU held the annual 
graduation on Saturday 16 July.  Over 160 children attended 
to receive their national certificates. An additional 100 children 
were presented with their bronze certificates in their 
school.   
A special mention goes to Bryony Craine who has 
achieved over 565 hours for Children’s 
University.  Bryony is the highest achiever this year for 
Blackburn Children’s University. Well done! 
 

YEAR 6 ACTIVITIES WEEK 
Year 6 children enjoyed a mixed weather 
week packed full of activities – including: 
skiing, water sports, team building, 
orienteering, archery, abseiling and a 
barbeque followed by a sleepover in school.   

 

TRIPS AND VISITS  
The children have experienced a range of trips and visits 
during the last year, including: 
Reception – Smithills Farm, London Bus 
Year 1 – Eureka, Accrington Railway Station, Judges Lodgings  
Year 2 – Blackpool Zoo, Skipton Castle 
Year 3 – Martin Mere Viking Day, Roman Workshop 
Year 4 – Townley Hall, Blackpool Zoo 
Year 5 – Apple Store and Football Museum, Liverpool Museum 
Year 6 – Imperial War Museum, Activities Week 
Key Stage 2 – Battle of the Somme Workshop 
 

CHARITY – UNICEF  

We have continued to support UNICEF this 
year.  A small but dedicated group of 
parents has helped to organise and run 
events – a big thank you to them.  This year 
money was raised through cake sales, Easter Egg Bingo, DT 
projects in Years 1 and 5 and in a variety of other ways. 
Parents also gave generously to the Syrian appeal donating 
over £1000 which was sent to UNICEF’s fund to help 
children and their families living in terrible conditions in 
Syria.  
We cannot run fundraising events without the help of our 
parents.  Please look out for the date of our next charity 
meeting in the newsletter and come along if you are able to! 
 

ASSESSMENT 2016 
This year the Year 2 and Year 6 SATs have been assessed AT 
National Year Group Expectation or NOT AT National Year 
Group Expectation.  Children could also be assessed in some 
subjects as having a deeper level of understanding.  

Significantly 
below 

   National 
standard 

Deeper 
understanding 

 

As predicted, the results for KS2 have plummeted nationally 
causing widespread concern. The Minister of Education has 
warned that this year’s results cannot be compared to 
previous years.  All schools have been affected – not just 
Wensley Fold.  The results below do not give an accurate 
reflection of our school’s performance and the hard work of 
the children and the teachers. 
RESULTS 2016 
Year 1 Phonics 
Year 1 Pupils Who Achieved the 

Required Standard (2016) 
National % Who Achieved the 

Required Standard (2015) 
87% 77% 

 

Key Stage 1 – children who have met the standard 
 Reading  Writing Maths Science 

Year 2W 19 25 24 26 
Year 2S 22 23 23 25 
TOTAL 41 48 47 51 

 63% 80% 78% 85% 
 

Key Stage 2 – percentage of children who have met the standard 
 ENGLISH 

Reading 
ENGLISH 
Writing 

ENGLISH 
 GPS 

MATHS SCIENCE 
(TA) 

TA 82% 85%  70% 82% 
SAT 48%  79% 67%  
 

THE BUDGET  
(For the financial year ending August 2016) 
Expenditure 2015/2016 
Salaries & Wages 76% 
Premises 7% 
Capitation 6% 
Central Services 7% 
School Meals 4% 

TOTAL 100% 
 
 
 

We are sure that all the parents will join the governors 
in wishing Mrs Stubbs a very happy retirement and to 
assure her that the school will continue to grow and to 
develop as we all continue her legacy. 
 

Working towards 


